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Library Launches Overdrive® 

On February 5, 2014, the library officially unveiled its eBooks collection, a service made 

available through Overdrive®.  Patrons have already begun accessing the library’s digital 

collection of over 200 items.  The collection includes eBooks, audio books, music, and streaming 

videos.  Though the collection is limited, the library will be adding more music and streaming 

videos in the coming months.  Patrons can access these items by clicking on the Overdrive® 

banner on the library’s website (www.kleberglibrary.com) or 

by downloading Overdrive®’s FREE app to a smart phone, 

tablet, or select eReaders.  Library patrons can use this 

service anytime and anywhere they have access to the 

Internet.  If patrons are using personal computers, they will 

be able to read the eBooks in their favorite browser with 

OverDrive® Read. Patrons can visit Overdrive®’s Help 

Center that provides online help videos, “Getting Started” guides for select devices, step-by-step 

instructions on how to borrow eBooks and more.  From the sign-in page, library patrons can also 

click on “Additional eBooks Always Available,” and gain access to over 40,000 FREE public 

domain eBooks.  These titles never expire, and they do not count against your library checkout 

limit.  Area school districts have taken notice of the library’s Overdrive® service and are 

arranging with the library to have presentations for parents and students.  During these 

presentations, the library will inform the attendees of other electronic services the library offers.  

Library cardholders, who have a valid account, will have free online access to the library’s 

digital collection.  For more information, call the library at 592-6381.   

 

Black History Month Display 

During the month of February, the Robert J. Kleberg Public Library is honoring Black History 

Month with a book display of famous and influential African Americans.  Black History Month 

began as one-week celebration in 1926 by the organization known today as the Association for 

the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH). 

The Association chose the second week of February because 

that week coincided with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln 

and Fredrick Douglass, both men playing key roles in African 

American history.  President Gerald Ford expanded the week 

to the entire month of February in 1976 in an effort to “seize 

the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected 

accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history.”  Each 

year, ASALH selects the national theme for Black History Month, and this year’s theme is “Civil 

Rights in America,” commemorating the 50
th

 anniversary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which 

“prohibits discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex or national origin.” 

(http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/about/history/CivilRightsAct.cfm)  Over the years, many 

people—known and unknown—courageously faced opposition to realize the dream of full 

citizenship in America.  Even though the nation saw the Civil Rights Act passed and many 

milestones reached, the struggle continues to realize fully that dream.  To view the display or 

check out books about the people, the experiences, and the contributions of African Americans, 

visit the library Tuesday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
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